After the funding is gone: evaluating the sustainability of a community-based project.
The Rural Elderly Enhancement Project was a nurse-initiated grant funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and administered by an urban school of nursing. The major purpose of the nine-year grant was the development of a model of community participation and empowerment. An informal evaluation was conducted to assess the communities' perception of the project and to determine the sustainability of the project's initiatives. A random sample of individuals from community agencies, schools, and churches were interviewed by six senior baccalaureate nursing students enrolled in a community nursing course. Results demonstrated that the communities had a very positive view of the project and that many project initiatives were sustained and have expanded.